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Easter Dinner was a great success, Ox Bow certainly put out our best
China for the dinner.
Canasta and mahjong groups are meeting at the club. Remember to
welcome guest players. We are a community resource. Being inclusive is
part of our outreach to the community.
This time of year, many of our members return to the north and life in
Florida slows for the summer. We look forward to an active second half
of the year, snowbirds please travel safely.
I look forward to seeing everyone at the club events. If you have
questions or concerns, contact your street representative or you can
always reach out to me. I look forward to hearing from everyone.
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May 2022
Board of Directors
2022
President ..........................................................Henry Burden
Vice President....................................................George Kata
Treasurer ......................................................Bruce Squillante
Secretary ............................................................Robin Evans

Clubhouse
Maintenance Update
Bob Beals and George Kata donated their
time to power wash the back and side of
the clubhouse. The sidewalks, the doors,
the garbage enclosure, and even
the ceilings were washed and look brand
new. We also applied concrete sealer to
keep them clean longer.

Street Directors:
River Forest Peninsula ............................................Camille Cromer
Lazy Lane/River Forest ...............Janet Lamonica/Camille Cromer
Sleepy Hollow............................................Gail Beals/Shari Penske
Ox Bow Road ..............................Bruce Rosborough/Julie Burden
Island Road...................................................................Pam Jacobs
The Island .............................................Julie Squillante/Otto Bazak
O cial publication of the
River Forest Community Association.
13506 Island Road
Ft Myers, FL 33905
www.rifca.net
Newsletter Editor .....................................Cindy Rosborough
For questions or suggestions, or to have an article or photo
published, please email cindyl3104@comcast.net or call
603-724-0971.
Member contributors to this issue: Dick Kennedy and
Bruce Squillante, articles; Carol Kennedy, Julie Burden, and
Bruce Rosborough, photos

New this month:

Bruce Rosborough, Bob and George
went into the attic to repair the AC leak.
We were able to repair two drip pans and
reposition them under the unit properly.
We thought this would solve the problem
but later found out that there’s an
obstruction in the drain pipes. We plan on
replacing those drain pipes next week
and nally stop the water from dripping
into the kitchen. Doing the work
ourselves helped save $3000.
All the re extinguishers have either
been replaced or updated in the
building. We are now current with the
building codes.

George Kata, VP

Recipe of the Month
(see page 4)
Please send me a recipe that’s a
favorite in your household, or that
you typically bring to a potluck. If
nobody volunteers I will be tapping
your shoulder to get your help!
Alternatively, send in some photos,
or an article about something (noncontroversial) that you want to
share with your neighbors.
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April 4, 2022 Monthly Board of Directors Meeting
Present: Henry Burden, Bruce Squillante, Robin Evans, Bob & Gail Beals, Pam Jacobs, Janet LaMonica,
Camille Cromer, Bruce Rosborough, Otto Bazak.
Absent: George Kata, Shari Penske, Julie Squillante, Julie Burden.
Meeting Called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer.
Minutes from March 7, 2022, discussion followed. Correction as follows; “Motion by Pam Jacobs to form an
Audit Committee to review our nancials”. Motion was tabled until the April 4th meeting. Minutes accepted as
written with the correction.
Treasurer’s Report presented by Bruce Squillante. Discussion followed. Accepted as written. Any Member
wishing to see the report may contact Bruce.
O cer’s Report
Henry Burden – Our RIFCA Membership is up. Hearing good comments from residents. Financials are good.
Building Maintenance is moving along. Thanks to all Members for their continued help and support.
Robin Evans - Our “Spring Cleaning” was a huge success. Thank You to all the helpers. The 50/50 drawing on
April 2nd in the amount of $52.00 was won by Vance Willis. Vance has donated his winnings back to the Club.
Thanks Vance!
Committee Reports
Maintenance - Bob Beals, Bruce Rosborough and George Kata continue to work on problem areas including
outdoor lighting, updating the message board at the rock and the security system.
Veterans - Dick Kennedy is working on Veterans issues.
Rummage Sale – Bruce & Julie Squillante are planning a sale for May 19th – 21st. More info to follow.
Activities – The Anniversary Boat Cruise was a huge success. Gail Beals thanks her team of helpers.
Un nished Business
Motion by Henry Burden to allow the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary use of the Club for their meetings at no charge.
Discussion followed. 2nd by Janet LaMonica. Motion passed.
Motion by Gail Beals to accept the “Rummage Sale Guidelines” as written. 2nd by Bruce Rosborough. Motion
passed.
Motion by Bruce Squillante to form an “Auditing Committee” consisting of at least 3 Members. Discussion
followed. 2nd by Pam Jacobs. Motion passed. Please contact Robin Evans if you would be willing to volunteer.
New Business
A Neighborhood Watch Program was organized by Bob Beals. Our speaker from the Lee County Sheri ’s Dept.
was Beth Schell. The program was presented on March 30th and was very well attended by our residents.
More info will follow.

Meeting is adjourned at 8:40.
Upcoming Events:
May 2nd – Board Meeting
May 7th – Pot Luck
May 19th-21st – Rummage Sale
Respectfully submitted by

Robin Evans
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A Word from Your Treasurer
Three months ago RIFCA members gave me the
honor and trust of acting as the membership’s
Treasurer. I passed the CPA exam back in 1985 – a
proud moment after months of studying. It was like
a lifetime ago, but doing account reconciliations
each month at home for the last 35 years made me
feel prepared for the task. Like
others who take on the Treasurer’s
job, I did not intend to make any
signi cant changes, but instead
wanted to continue actions that were
working well and tweak those that
could be improved. I can tell you
now that I have found this position
challenging and worthwhile.
Each month I provide the Board with
an Income Statement which re ects
the year to date summary of cash we
have taken in as well as expenses
incurred. While the Income
Statement is not signi cantly changed from prior
years, I did want to present a Balance Sheet that
was easy to follow and discuss. Our Balance Sheet
now accurately re ects all cash balances – both in
the bank and Certi cates of Deposit. It also shows
the assets we have and any liabilities.
If you would like to hear about the nancial state of
the RIFCA membership, I encourage you to attend a
Board meeting sometime during the year. I present
the nancial impact of the actions taken by the
Board during the last month and the year. If there

are concerns about Clubhouse maintenance both
in the short and long term, those issues are
addressed. For example, for years there was a
concern that the Clubhouse roof would need to be
replaced. This year we acted on that concern and
an inspection indicated that it had at least six years
of life left. There were still
small repairs that needed to
be made, but the inspection
tells us that we have six
more years to save and
prepare for what will be a
major expense.
It probably would be no
surprise if I told you that
being the Treasurer is really a
team e ort. The Board
members are constantly
vigilant in the care of the
Clubhouse. This includes
making sure the building remains clean, the Dona
rooms are prepared for guests, the wi is working,
and so much more. So many RIFCA members take
part in constant stream of activity. Where money
has been spent (or planning is needed for larger
issues), it is often a team discussion and e ort.
One last thought. For the rst time since I joined,
the Treasurer’s results will be audited internally. I
support this approach and think it is a good idea.

Bruce Squillante

Recipe of the Month
Crabbies
I bring these to many potlucks, and everyone wants
to know the recipe. Well, here it is!
INGREDIENTS:
Kraft Old English Cheese - one jar
butter - one stick, softened
mayonnaise - one tablespoon
Durkee seasoned salt - one teaspoon
garlic powder - one teaspoon
canned crabmeat - 2 cans
6-pack of sturdy English mu ns (not Thomas’)

Mix rst ve
ingredients together
until smooth, add
crabmeat and mix evenly.
Split english mu ns into
halves and spread crabmeat/
cheese mixture evenly over all twelve pieces with a
fork. I put them all on a cookie sheet and freeze for
a short time to make them easier to cut.
Cut into quarters, keep on cookie sheet and put in
oven at 375 for 10 minutes. If not browned, broil for
a few minutes.
Serve warm!
(from Cindy Rosborough)
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Easter Dinner
The annual
Easter Dinner
has made a
comeback!

April 17, 2022
Henry
B
did dut urden
y
as the
meat c
arver.
Ham
and tur
k
was se ey breast
rved as
the
main c
ourse.
Attend
ees
brough
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appetiz
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dishes
and
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for free
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big
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smiles

Cindy
Rosborough
checked in
guests while
Sherri
Musselman
sold 50/50
Ra e
tickets.
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Robin and Tom Evans had
family, including grandkids,
in town to enjoy the holiday.
Easter lilies adorned the
tables and were given as
prizes for the trivia game
after dinner.
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Bill Kamauf and
Duncan Smith
s
were almost twin
in stripes!

Thanks go to Ox Bow
Road for hosting our
Easter Dinner!

Lisa Smith

, Lisa
Kata and
Barbara
Abraham
lo
lovely with ok
their
big smiles
.

and
Bob Beals
Denny
n were
Musselma e
tim
spending
uring
d
chatting
hour.
the social

Mini Kanacheril
brought a friend, and
some lovely and
fragrant rice. We love
her Indian inspired
cooking!

River Forest Community Association Newsletter May 2022

6

More old dogs…
There are a LOT of dogs
here in River Forest… here
are a few more!
Dick and Bev
Foster are often
seen driving
their little dog
Casey around
the community.
They say he
demands it
daily!

Skippy lives on River Forest
Island with dog-dad Richard
Sellars. Skippy is so-named
because he has a little hitch in
his step from time to time. You might see
him “skipping” along on Island Road.

Everybody has probably
seen Georgia riding on the
scooter with her Mom (and
getting o to chase
squirrels). She lives on Ox
Bow Road with Deb and
Rick Wittenberg.

These cuties are Bella (top)
and Riley (bottom), who can
be seen behind their fence
on River Forest Drive where
they live with Ken and
Cathy Kornoelje.

This is Lola. She
thinks she’s tough.
She lives on Sleepy
Hollow with Carmen
and Oscar Jimenez.
Our condolences go to Dan
and MaryAnn Therrien, of Ox
Bow Road, on the loss of their
little dog Tina. May she be
playing with all
the other sweet
dogs who have
passed over the
rainbow bridge..

Cindy Sullivan
and Boomer live
at the end of Ox
Bow Road with
husband/dogdad Tim.
Boomer is a
very good boy.

ff
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This is Foster who lives on Ox
Bow Road with Richard Bartlett
and Karla Kander. His doggie
brother Landon was pictured
last month.
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Happening
in the
Clubhouse
Rummage Sale Time!!
Donations still welcome
Yes, that is correct. It is springtime and we are
having our twice yearly Rummage Sale May 19-21.
The hours will be from 4-8pm on May 19; 8am to
5pm on May 20, and 8am to Noon on May 21.
Bruce and Julie Squillante continue to work with
the Rummage Sale committee to bring forward the
best sale possible. We continue to tweak the sale
to make it successful.
Donations are always welcome. If you can provide
the donations several days before the sale, we will
have a better chance to process and include them
at the Rummage Sale.
Here is a brief description of some of the things
you will (or will not) see at the May 19-21
Rummage Sale.
•

There will be no sales of clothes. The
clothes will instead by donated to St.
Mathews.

•

The focus in the lanai will be the sales of
linens, Christmas items, and children’s
items.

•

We will not be selling tools out of Dona A.
We will instead keep the sales inside the
Clubhouse.

•

We will send out notices to River Forest
residents early to allow shopping 2-3 days
before the sale.

We do have furniture to sell, but that will be in the
parking area just outside the Clubhouse. Our
focus will be on Home Décor, Kitchen, Cooking,
Jewelry, Christmas, and Linens. There will also be
a place dedicated for collectibles and more
valuable items.
Help is Needed
Julie and Bruce along with the Rummage Sale
committee de nitely need help before, during, and
after the sale. We need help setting up May 7-8
after the Potluck. Setting up includes moving

Mahjong

We had three full tables for Mahjong on April
19th, and there is still room for more! If you want
to join in on the fun
you are very
welcome. If you
know how to play,
that’s great, but if
you don’t, we will be
happy to teach you.
The action will slow
down a little as Snow
Birds leave for their
summer haunts, and
various locals take
vacations, but many
of the ladies are here year round and want to
continue to play. The location should continue to
be at the clubhouse but after May, if there is a
very small number of players the action could
move to player’s homes. Check the website or
the next newsletter for more information.

Canasta and Dominos
We are playing weekly games of Canasta
(Wednesday at 1:30) and Dominos (Tuesday at
7:00pm) at the clubhouse. As with Mahjong,
things slow down for the summer months, so
check the website for updates.

Neighborhood
Watch
If you are interested in the
Neighborhood Watch
program please contact Bob
Beals or Dick Kennedy for
information.
tables into position and then bringing the bins in from
Dona A to put on the tables. From May 9-19 we need
help organizing the items on the tables to make an
orderly ow. On May 19-21 we will need help with
shifts during the sale. Finally, on May 21-22 we will
need help packing the items left over.
Boxes Needed
We will be donating several items to St. Mathews, so
if you have mid-size (or large) boxes you can spare,
please let us know.
We look forward to seeing you at the Rummage
Sale…as a customer, volunteer, or both.
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January (Island Road)
1
No potluck
3
Board Meeting
15
Annual Meeting
February (Lazy Lane/River
Forest)
5
Potluck
7
Board Meeting
19
Valentines Dinner
25/26
Community Yard
Sales
March (Sleepy Hollow)
5
Potluck
7
Board Meeting
19
Boat Cruise
Anniversary Dinner

April (Ox Bow Road)
2 Potluck
4 Board Meeting
17 Easter Dinner
28 Happy Hour
May (River Forest Peninsula)
2 Board Meeting
7 Potluck
19-21 Rummage Sale
27 Happy Hour
June (The Island)
4
Potluck
July (RIFCA Board)
4
Independence Day
Cookout
August (The Island)
6
Potluck

All dates are subject to change.

Veterans Committee
Hey Neighbors
The RIFCA Veterans Committee held its rst meeting in
April, with eight VETS attending. Several more have told us
they were interested and will join us in the future. If you are
aware of any Veterans that haven’t been contacted and are
interested, please ask them to call me.
We discussed several topics that would help bring
recognition and awareness to veterans, one of which would
be to display holidays that are meaningful to Veterans, i.e.,
Memorial Day, Veterans Day, etc., on the River Forest
marquee. Memorial Day itself was established to
honor those killed in combat and Veteran’s Day
was established to bring recognition to all that
have served. Bob Beals has o ered his skills to
decorate the marquee to commemorate those
historic days.
Discussions were also centered around service
projects, such as a barbeque fund raiser to
nance the erecting of a ag in front of the
Clubhouse and placing commemorative bricks
around the ag with the Veterans name, branch of service
and dates of service engraved on each of the bricks. We
would also like to consider establishing a scholarship for
veteran students with the monies raised.
Another project discussed, was to establish an area on the
dining room wall in the club, portraying the Veteran in
uniform, their families and items of interest from their
service years.
The Quilts of Valor Program was also discussed. It is a free
program, in which a Veteran with an honorable discharge,
will receive a beautiful hand sown patriotic quilt with their
name on it. I received one a few years ago and they are
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September
3 No potluck
October (Island Road)
1 Potluck
10 Board Meeting
29 Snow Birds Dinner
November (Sleepy Hollow)
2 No potluck
7 Board Meeting
10-12 Rummage Sale
24 Thanksgiving Dinner
December (The Island)
3 Potluck
5 Board Meeting
10 Luminaries
17 Christmas Dinner

beautiful and teary-eyed touching. This program has been
somewhat isolated in the past, but now has gained
popularity and is widespread. I am currently gathering
information on the QOV program and hope that we can
honor the River Forest Vets with quilts, hopefully on
Veterans Day, November 12th.
President Henry Burden has provided a box in the
Clubhouse where old, faded, or tattered ags can be
collected, and then taken to the VFW for proper disposal at
their Ceremonial Service! Please place the ags in the
container and I will personally deliver them to the VFW. I am
researching the costs of ags so that anyone desiring a new
one can contact me regarding their availability
and cost. Thank you, Henry, for initiating this
process.
One of the other points discussed at the meeting,
was to have Veterans names denoted in the new
Residence Directory. A 'V' placed in front of the
Veterans name will probably be the identi er.
Bruce Squillante and I have tried to identify all of
the Veterans, but if we have missed you and you
are a Veteran, excuse us, but please give your
name to Bruce or me so we can denote you.
Eventually, we will have a Veterans Resource Guide
established, depicting all the many services that Veterans
are eligible for and deserve in the SW Florida Area. If you
have ideas for the betterment of Veterans, please contact
me so that we can discuss these possibilities. Thank you for
your concern and consideration and I would personally like
to thank President Henry Burden for his continuous support
and his empathy for Veterans. Thank you, peace and Gods
blessings to all!
Dick 'teach' Kennedy USAF 1964-67 VIETNAM
'All gave some and 58,479, gave All’

River Forest Community Association Newsletter • APRIL 2022
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A look ahead… Annual Calendar 2022
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During the past month…
Monthly Potluck…
A celebration of spring!

George and Lisa Kata, Julia McKelthan, Vance Willis, Matt
and Elle Randazzo, and Henry Burden make quite a line-up!
Sherri Musselman, Eva and Tom Richards
Dick
Kennedy,
Matt and
Elle
Randazzo,
having predinner fun.

Below: Robin Evans and
Bev Foster have on their
thinking caps.

Above: Julie Burden
orchestrated the Easter trivia
game after dinner. The
winner at each table won a
scratch ticket.
Left: Bruce
Rosborough
having a
chuckle.

Above: Dee Whelan brought a new
friend, and here they are joined by
Carol Kennedy.
Below: Karin is always backed up by
Otto (Bazak)

Right:
Cindy
Rosborough
and Lisa
Kata

Dick and
Carol
Kennedy,
Gail and
Bob
Beals
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May 2022

SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

TUESDAY

2
BOARD
MEETING
7:00pm

WEDNESDAY

3
MAHJONG
1:00pm
DOMINOES
6:30pm

THURSDAY

4
CANASTA
1:30pm

FRIDAY

5

SATURDAY
6

CINCO
DE MAYO

7
POTLUCK
5:30pm
Hosted by
River Forest
Peninsula

8

9

10
MAHJONG
1:00pm
DOMINOES
6:30pm

11
CANASTA
1:30pm

15

16

17
MAHJONG
1:00pm
DOMINOES
6:30pm

18 19
20
21
CANASTA
~~~~RUMMAGE SALE~~~~
1:30pm
8am-12pm
8am-5pm
4-8 pm

22

23

24
MAHJONG
1:00pm
DOMINOES
6:30pm

25
CANASTA
1:30pm

MOTHERS’
DAY

29 30
MEMORIAL
DAY

12

13

26

27

14

28

HAPPY
HOUR
5:30pm

31
MAHJONG
1:00pm
DOMINOES
6:30pm

All events are at the Clubhouse unless otherwise speci ed.
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